Opportunity for Artists


Splott Road Railway Bridge – Artist to design its re-painting

Introduction

Cardiff County Council wishes to appoint an artist, through a selection by interview process, to produce a design to be painted onto the Splott Road Railway Bridge. The artist will need to consult with the community to develop three design options, one of which will be implemented by painting contractors. 
Background

The bridge is a structurally sound iron structure, but the ‘walls’ on either side (facing the pedestrians) are in a poor visual condition creating a negative impression of the area. This artwork project forms part of the wider Splott Road Neighbourhood Renewal Scheme (NRS), which has entailed a variety of improvements including the replacement of solid, grey shop shutters, new bins, cycle stands, and bollards, and brighter lighting. The painting of the railway bridge is the final part of the project, and during public consultation was one of the most popular aspects.

Site
Splott Road Railway Bridge is situated on Splott Road in the south-east of Cardiff and lies on the border between Splott and Adamsdown. The bridge is a significant pedestrian and vehicle route and contains wide pavements and a carriageway going in both directions. As a key gateway to both areas, there is a strong need to enhance it visually.
The bridge is around 50m in length, although the focus of the project will be on the two 35m x 2m inner side walls that face the pavement. The total surface area for the artwork therefore is approximately 70m² on each side, or 140m² in total. The bridge is made up of 16-17 square iron panels on each side. Around half of these panels have raised relief decoration, the remaining half are flat panels.
The Project
The site has few constraints and is an opportunity to create a vibrant, striking and welcoming artwork on a currently blank and deteriorating ‘canvas’. The commission is for an artist to produce a design to be painted on the bridge, to brighten, reinvigorate and exploit the potential of a large, colourless railway bridge.
Since the bridge is above the mainline rail it is imperative that the painting is implemented by contractors experienced in the technical aspects of working on, or near rail lines. Therefore the challenge of this commission is for an artist to produce a design which is simple enough to be implemented by contractors. The artist will be expected to supervise the painting of the bridge to ensure the contractors follow the design correctly. This process may involve the artist providing stencils for the contractors, or masking out/drawing areas on the bridge parapet. For the practical purpose of making future maintenance more achievable, it is requested that no more than five colours be used in the design.
During earlier community consultation public support leaned away from a graffiti style of art-work, and more toward something embracing the community and history of the area. The selected artist will be expected to research the social and cultural history of the area and attempt to include references in the design.
Community involvement in the design of the art work is a key objective of the project. Community meetings and/or workshops will be arranged, where the artist will communicate their ideas and also take the community’s opinions into consideration. It is envisaged that the artist will prepare 3 designs for the public to participate in a vote for their preferred choice.
Budget: there is a research, consultation and design fee of £2000 and a detailed design fee of £2000 to include supervision of contractors. All figures are exclusive of VAT.
Schedule
We hope to select an artist by the end of November, complete the consultation and research by the end of December and complete the painting works by March 2010.
To apply for the project please send images of your previous work on CD as a powerpoint or pdf document with an image list, a brief CV, and a letter outlining your interest in this project.  

Three artists will be short-listed for interview. At interview stage we will expect the artists to have considered how they would create a design to be implemented by contractors. (Artists may include this information in their initial application, but are not required to do so.) Interview travel expenses will be re-imbursed. 
Selection criteria: creativity shown in past projects, understanding of the constraints, ideas regarding how to enable the contractors to carry out the design, and previous experience of working with community groups.

Send applications to: Celfwaith, 7 Pontfaen, Cardiff CF23 7DU

Deadline for applications: Monday 2nd November 2009
More information:

There is a longer more detailed brief available on request, contact mererid@celfwaith.co.uk, 02920750992

Or it can be viewed at www.celfwaith.co.uk
