Vistas, Values and Voices

Innovative public art commissions exploring the complex cultural interfaces between environment & society within the context of 

the Forest of Bowland landscape.

Green Close Studios is managing a series of three innovative visual arts commissions for artists to explore, through their own practice, the complex cultural interfaces between environment, society and change within a rural context. The commissions are open to cross art form collaborative practice, and we welcome applications from artists working as a group as well as individuals. We are actively seeking artists with culturally diverse backgrounds to apply.

Two of the commissions are worth £5,000 (including all costs) and the third is seen as suitable for an early career artist who would like to realise a small commission and develop their practice (worth £1,000 including all costs)

The commission opportunities are being offered to artists as follows:

1) A Community Engagement Commission £5k- Artists living within, located nearby or with a strong connection to the area are invited to create a new work which responds to the unique environment of the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

2) An Innovation Commission £5k – Artists working within a national / international arena of environmental arts practice are invited to create a new work which responds to the complex cultural interfaces between environment, society and change within a rural context.
3) An Early Career Commission £1k – Early career artists are invited to develop the creation of a new work which responds to the complex cultural interfaces between environment, society and change within a rural context.  Peer mentors will support the artist throughout the commission in order to develop a stronger understanding of working within the public realm.

Commission background and context

 Green Close Studios is an innovative artist-led arts development organisation which works with communities locally, nationally and internationally to promote the arts through meaningful engagement projects.  GCS has exceptional knowledge in the field of visual arts and of working within a rural context, and will project manage the commissions with its partner funders and support the artists throughout the programme of work.

The briefs are as open as possible to allow for artists to respond in a creative and meaningful way to these opportunities.

It is intended that this programme of new work will substantially enrich and develop the audience for the third Bowland Arts Festival, which we have developed through collaboration with a range of environmental partners, arts organisations and artists across the six District Councils in the Forest of Bowland AONB. 

See www.bowlandarts.co.uk for information.

See www.forestofbowland.com for information about the AONB and the environmental context.

This project has been funded by: 
Arts Council England, Forest of Bowland AONB Sustainable Development Fund, Lancashire County Council and Lancaster City Council.

Commission 1 Project Brief

A Community Engagement Commission £5k- Artists living within, located nearby or with a strong connection to the area are invited to create a new work which responds to the unique environment of the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Green Close Studios working closely with the AONB would like to commission an artist to work alongside local communities in the planning and production of a new art work.

The work will be a personal response to the unique environment of the Forest of Bowland area of outstanding natural beauty. The commissioned piece may explore some or all of the following: the connection between places - people - landscape, considering aspects of diversity – ecology – sustainability, and excite – inform - inspire local communities and visitors to the area to take a greater interest in this unique and specially protected area.
Work(s) will be created in response to and with respect for the environment and will be created considering the environmental impact. Where possible artists should consider the sourcing and usage of local materials and products, and consider the lifespan of the artwork in relation to an understanding of environmental sustainability issues.

Central to the commission opportunity is the need for the artist to:
· Provide unique opportunities for local people to engage with innovative contemporary art practice

· Allow communities to develop working relationships with artists and engage them with creative processes and experiences
· Give local communities a way of communicating their experiences to each other and a wider audience

GCS will work closely with the artist to facilitate community engagement through meetings, workshops, walks or talks; utilising our strong contacts with Parish Councils, community organisations and Village Hall committees. We have a good working relationship with Lancashire Countryside Service and would endeavour to seek further input from voluntary rangers and the AONB team to further develop environmental understanding as a part of the project. The artists may choose to research issues affecting rural communities and their environment by working in a range of ways such as meetings with groups, sound recordings, photography, open workshops and meetings. The outcome of the commission will be profiled and accessible to the public during the Bowland Arts Festival 2010 (May and June). We are currently organising exhibition opportunities for the profiling of the commission and its process.

Essential requirements:

The artist will need to:

1. Produce an initial project plan including a plan for engaging the community with the project

2. Contribute to the gathering of information to help inform a response by the community to their environment and landscape

3. Produce a budget inclusive of workshop fees, materials and any other project costs

(Continued on next page)

4. Work closely with the commissioners and liaise with Green Close Studios the Forest of Bowland AONB and other relevant partners about the site, location and display of the art work created, and assist in developing a plan for how the public will engage with the work

5. Actively encourage inter-generational activity and contribute towards the community’s understanding of the arts and environmental issues

6. Work co-operatively and informatively with an early career artist as mentor for a minimum of four hours during the project.

7.  Give consideration at all times to the environmental impact of the work 

The artist will be expected to have:

1. Experience of working creatively with communities
2. Experience of working with schools and have an up to date CRB check
3. Experience of working to a budget

4. Experience of working to deadlines

5. Public liability insurance to the value of 5 million pounds

Budget

A budget of £5,000 is available for the project to cover; artist’s fees, travel, a minimum of 2 community workshops and 2 talks, materials and all other project costs. During the project the artist will be expected to spend a minimum of 4 hours mentoring an early career artist about their approach to the work. It is intended that at least one early career artist will be available to assist the artist for up to 3 days (where appropriate.)

A further budget is allocated for documentation and the creation of a small publication as a record of all three commissions.

Timescale

Workshops / community engagement will take place during January 2010 

The commission should be completed by 12th March 2010

The artwork will be profiled during Bowland Arts Festival 2010, 1st May - 30th June 2010. (NB one of the talks about the commission will be delivered during the Festival)

To apply please send:

1. A letter expressing interest with contact details and availability.

2. A brief outline proposal for the project in response to the brief.

3. An up to date C.V.

4. Up to 10 images of previous work, or short DVD.

      (If the images need to be returned please included a stamped 

        addressed envelope)

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 5pm DECEMBER 16th 2009

INTERVIEWS FOR COMMISSIONS 1&3 will be held on Monday 21st December at GREEN CLOSE STUDIOS, LANCASHIRE. 

Please send applications to;

Pete Flowers

Green Close Studios, Melling, Carnforth, Lancashire

Tel.  015242 21233

www.greenclose.org

Or email to pete@greenclose.org

Commission 2 Project Brief

An Innovation Commission £5k 

( £3k of this is secured – a further £2k is pending an application approval)

– Artists working within a national / international arena of environmental arts practice are invited to create a new work which responds to the complex cultural interfaces between environment, society and change within a rural context.

Green Close Studios would like to commission an artist to. create a work in  response to the unique environment of the Forest of Bowland area of outstanding natural beauty. The commissioned piece may explore some or all of the following: the connection between places - people - landscape, considering aspects of diversity – ecology – sustainability, and excite – inform - inspire local communities and visitors to the area to take a greater interest in this unique and specially protected area. It is hoped that the artist will give an international or global perspective to the work.
Work(s) will be created in response to and with respect for the environment and will be created considering the environmental impact. Where possible artists should consider the sourcing and usage of local materials and products, and consider the lifespan of the artwork in relation to an understanding of environmental sustainability issues.

Central to the commission opportunity is the need for the artist to:
· Provide unique opportunities for local people and visitors to engage with innovative contemporary art practice

· Bring a national, international/global perspective to the work.

If required GCS will work closely with the artist to facilitate engagement with the rural community by working through our strong contacts with Parish Councils, Community organisations and village hall committees. We have a good working relationship with Lancashire Countryside Service and would endeavour to seek further input from voluntary rangers and the AONB team to further develop environmental understanding as a part of the project. The artists may choose to research issues affecting rural communities by working in a range of ways such as meetings with groups, sound recordings, photography, open workshops and meetings. The outcome of the commission will be profiled and accessible to the public during the Bowland Arts Festival 2010. We are currently organising exhibition opportunities for the profiling of the commission and its process.

Essential requirements:

The artist will need to:

1. Produce an initial project plan 

2. Contribute to the gathering of information to help inform a response by       the community to their environment and landscape 

3. Produce a budget inclusive of travel, accommodation, workshop fees,     materials and any other project or living costs(as required)

4. Work closely with the commissioners and liaise with Green Close Studios, the Forest of Bowland AONB and other relevant partners about the site, location and display of the art work created and assist in developing a plan for how the public will engage with the work

5. Actively encourage multi-cultural activity and community understanding of the arts and environmental issues.

6. Work co-operatively and informatively with an early career artist as       mentor for a minimum of four hours during the project.

7. Give consideration at all times to the environmental impact of the work

The artist will be expected to have:

1. Experience of working creatively with all sectors of the wider community
2. Experience of working to a budget.

3. Experience of working to deadlines.

4. Public liability insurance to the value of 5 million pounds

Budget

A budget of £5,000 is available for the project to cover; artist’s fees, travel, accommodation, a minimum of 2 talks, materials and all other project costs. During the project the artist will be expected to spend a minimum of 4 hours mentoring early career artists about their approach to the work. It is intended that at least one early career artist will be available to assist the artist for up to 3 days (where appropriate.)

A further budget is allocated for documentation and the creation of a small publication as a record of all three commissions

Timescale

To take place between January  – June 2010

The artwork should be completed by 1st May 2010 and will be profiled during Bowland Arts Festival 2010 1st May - 30th June 2010. (NB one of the talks about the commission will be delivered during the Festival)

To apply please send:

1. A letter expressing interest with contact details and availability.

2. A brief outline proposal for the project in response to the brief.

3. An up to date C.V.

4. Up to 10 images of previous work, or short DVD and any additional supporting material about your practice or approach. (If the images need to be returned please included a stamped addressed envelope)

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 5pm DECEMBER 16th 2009

Further information may be requested during 16th -22nd December

Please send applications to;

Pete Flowers

Green Close Studios, Melling, Carnforth, Lancashire

Tel.  015242 21233

www.greenclose.org

Or email to pete@greenclose.org

 Commission 3 Project Brief

An Early Career Commission £1k – Green Close Studios would like to commission an early career artist to develop the creation of a new work which responds to the complex cultural interfaces between environment, society and change within a rural context.  Peer mentors will support the artist throughout the commission in order to develop a strong understanding of working within the public realm.

The work will be a personal response to the unique environment of the Forest of Bowland area of outstanding natural beauty. The commissioned piece may explore some or all of the following: the connection between places - people - landscape, considering aspects of diversity – ecology – sustainability, and excite – inform - inspire local communities and visitors to the area to take a greater interest in this unique and specially protected area.
Work(s) will be created in response to and with respect for the environment and will be created considering the environmental impact. Where possible artists should consider the sourcing and usage of local materials and products, and consider the lifespan of the artwork in relation to an understanding of environmental sustainability issues.

Central to the commission opportunity is the need for the artist to:
· Provide unique opportunities for local people and visitors to engage with innovative contemporary art practice

· Allow communities to develop working relationships with artists and engage them with creative processes and experiences
· Take advantage of the mentoring opportunities offered


GCS will work closely with the artist to facilitate community engagement (if required) with the rural communities we work with through meetings, workshops or talks by working through our strong contacts with Parish Councils, Community organisations and Village Hall committees. We have a good working relationship with Lancashire Countryside Service and would endeavour to seek further input from voluntary rangers and the AONB team to further develop environmental understanding as a part of the project. The artists may choose to research issues affecting rural communities by working in a range of ways such as meetings with groups, sound recordings, photography, open workshops and meetings. The outcome of the commission will be profiled and accessible to the public during the Bowland Arts Festival 2010. We are currently exploring display opportunities for the profiling of the commission and its process.

Essential requirements:

The artist will need to:

1. Produce an initial project plan.

2. Contribute to the gathering of information to help inform a response by the community to their environment and landscape

3. Produce a budget inclusive of materials and any other project costs

4. Work closely with the commissioners and liaise with Green Close Studios the Forest of Bowland AONB and other relevant partners about the site, location and exhibition of the art work created and assist in developing a plan for how the public will engage with the work

5. Give consideration at all times to the environmental impact of the work

Budget

A budget of £1,000 is available for the project to cover; artist’s fees, travel, materials and all other project costs. During the project the artist will have mentoring opportunities to work with the 2 other commissioned artists. A further budget is allocated for documentation and the creation of a small publication as a record of all three commissions.

Timescale

Initial workshops should take place during January 2010

The commission should be completed by 28th April 2010

The artwork will be profiled during Bowland Arts Festival 2010, 1st May - 30th June 2010. (NB one of the talks about the commission will be delivered during the Festival)

To apply please send; 

1. A letter expressing interest with contact details and availability.

2. A brief outline proposal for the project in response to the brief.

3. An up to date C.V.

4. Up to 10 images of previous work, or short DVD. (If the images need to be returned please include a stamped addressed envelope)

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 5pm DECEMBER 16th 2009

INTERVIEWS FOR COMMISSIONS 1&3 will be held on Monday 21st December at GREEN CLOSE STUDIOS, LANCASHIRE. 

Please send applications to;

Pete Flowers

Green Close Studios, Melling, Carnforth, Lancashire

Tel.  015242 21233

www.greenclose.org

Or email to pete@greenclose.org

