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Temporary Art Commissions 2010

Commission 3
Introduction

Big Things on the Beach are looking to commission a stimulating, temporary artwork or arts event for Portobello, Edinburgh, Scotland, of which the duration can be between one day and six months. This commission is to be based on or around the seafront or promenade area of Portobello, a seaside town in the suburbs of Edinburgh City. Please note that the artwork does not actually have to be sited on the beach, although can be if desired. This commission is open to artistic practitioners who work in any media; events and performances will be considered. Applications including examples of past work and any provisional ideas at this stage are welcome. 

Part of a long-term vision ‘Imagine Porty Prom’, this is the third of three artworks to be commissioned throughout the coming year, with potential opportunities beyond 2010. Funded by the Scottish Arts Council and the City of Edinburgh Council and led by a community based public art trust, Big Things on the Beach ‘Imagine Porty Prom’ will involve the community of Portobello in developing a long term art plan for the area. 

The deadline for this commission is midnight Wednesday 13th January 2010. 

Commissions should be produced during the month of June / July 2010.

Project and Context

‘Big Things on the Beach’ is a Public Arts Trust, registered as an educational charity based in Portobello and composed of a group of local residents with a shared interest in Public Art. The Trust’s objective is to promote the use of Portobello Beach and the surrounding area as a site for the creation and display of public art. The Trust has experience of commissioning artists to work in the area since 2004 and has established a reputation in the community and with funders as an effective manager of artistic activities. 
Susan Grant is the public art participation worker for Big Things on the Beach and is responsible for supporting a sub group of Big Things on the Beach, the Commissioning Group, a diverse group of Portobello residents who have undergone extensive courses in commissioning new Public Art. The Commissioning Group will make the final selection of artists to undertake commissions for Big Things on the Beach.
For more information about the Trust and all past commissions since 2004, please visit the website at: www.bigthingsonthebeach.org.uk
Portobello – Edinburgh – Scotland – UK 

Portobello has a diverse, vibrant and active community of 15,000 households.  The beachfront is a prominent area and is integral to Portobello’s identity within Edinburgh. It runs a mile long and features both beach and a stone promenade. A series of residential, public and commercial buildings front onto the sea, including the Big Things on the Beach ‘Public Art House’, an old seafront pub at the foot of Kings Road and the West end of the prom.

You’ll find a series of links to Portobello-related websites found at the Links section of the Big Things on the Beach website here. Information can also be found in Portobello Public Library.

Photos from across Portobello can be seen here.
Project Aims

The overall aim of the 2010 commissions programme is to stimulate debate, to help people look at the area in a new light and to encourage public participation in the concept of ‘public art’ in and around Portobello Promenade area. There will be further outcomes as part of the ‘Imagine Porty Prom’ project in encouraging dialogue about the prom and how people would like to see art integrated into the future life of the area. However, these are not central to this commission or to the role of the artist.

The Artist & Commission

The commission is for a temporary artwork or event to be sited or take place anywhere around the seafront area of Portobello. We ideally want these artworks to excite, engage, be accessible yet critically engaged and have high visual impact in what is an open, public area. 

The duration of the final work can be anything between one day and six months. The commission is open to artistic practitioners who work in any media and can be experimental in terms of media or content. It can explore any issues or themes of the artist’s choice but should reflect and/or comment on the social and physical context of the seafront and its environs. Portobello’s identity, population, politics and visible history are the starting points for the work of the artists whom we invite to come and work here. They encourage the community to look at itself with fresh eyes. This commission should primarily engage the local community but also aim to connect with visitors and art audiences.
Public & Community Interaction

The aim is to commission works that feature both high quality artistic concepts and outputs, but also encourage community engagement on some level. This can – but does not have to – include public involvement in the making of artworks or in researching source material for artworks. (Please note that another Big Things on the Beach project, the ‘Garden Gallery’, encourages artists to collaborate with local households. It can be viewed here). At base level, artists will be expected, in their working process or final artwork, to commit to the general concept of public engagement and be willing to engage both locals and trustees. They will be expected to give a minimum of two public talks during and in conclusion of the project.

Sites

Artists are free to choose any site on or around the seafront. However, they would be encouraged to avoid sites previously used for artworks and avoiding, if possible, the East end of the beach. As previously stated, artworks or events do not have to take place on the beach itself and may address issues of linkage between the beach area, Portobello, the City of Edinburgh and the wider Forth Estuary Region. Further images and information regarding potential sites can be obtained from Big Things on the Beach. Suggested sites might include:

· The foot of Kings Road at the West end of the seafront, which can be seen from the road leading from Edinburgh city centre.

· Concrete 18m-circumference ‘cake stand’ structure midway along seafront.

· SSSI at west end of beach.

· The one metre high concrete sea wall (with ‘battlements’) that stretches much of the length of the seafront. This may be of particular interest as it is the only feature that joins up the lineal space.

Please note that all sites are public areas, insurance is not provided for any artworks and artists should take issues of security, etc into consideration. Invigilation is not provided but could be arranged by trustees for short-term artworks. Portobello seafront can become a windy at times but please contact Big Things on the Beach if you have any practical queries concerning materials and the elements.
Timescale

Commissions advertised:




starting week 26th October 2009

Applications of previous work submitted by deadline:
midnight Wednesday 13th January 2010

Three short-listed artists selected and contacted by:
Monday 18th January 2010



Interviews:






week of 25th January 2010
Artwork to take place:




June / July 2010

Fee

A budget is available of up to £16,000, although please do still apply if you think a proposed idea would require a slightly increased or decreased budget. This will include all artist’s fees, expenses, materials and VAT. A payment schedule will be agreed with the selected artist/s on appointment. Please note there is an additional marketing budget for the project.

Individuals are responsible for the payment of tax and National Insurance contributions and will be expected to hold Public Liability Insurance of up to £5million. (Please note that this can be obtained at no cost through membership of Artists Newsletter at www.a-n.co.uk).

Support

Big Things on the Beach ‘Public Art House’ project base, sited at the West end of the Prom, can be used for workshops, meetings, artworks or events. It also functions as an office space and will have internet, scanning, printing and storage facilities available. Support will be provided by the public art participation worker and members of the Commissioning Group.
Application Procedure

Artists are invited to email an application by midnight Wednesday 13th January 2010 to: commissions@bigthingsonthebeach.org.uk, including:
· A current CV

· 6 - 10 pieces of visual documentation, saved as pdfs or as jpegs at 72dpi, of previous works that demonstrates relevant creative skills. If you wish to send film, music or printed work, please post CDs, DVDs, etc to the address below.
· An associated image list with details and description of the artworks.
· A maximum 1-page summary of ideas/ media/ what you find of interest/ provisional project proposal with sketched budget and workplan.

· The names and contact details of two previous commissioning or similar referees.

Please mark any supporting material with your name – these can be returned on request.

Artists are welcome to visit Portobello or contact Susan Grant at Big Things on the Beach for more information.

Three artists will be short-listed for interview. A fee of £120 is available per artist for travel and expenses.
Selection Criteria 

Please note at this stage artists will be selected primarily on past work, and any proposal ideas will be secondary. The Commissioning Group recognises that proposals will change and evolve especially following site visits and that any proposals at this stage are provisional.

Short-listed artists will be selected by the group based on the following:
· artistic track record 
· experience, ideas, confidence and ability to deal with people in the community 
· interest in the local context
· ability to deliver the project in the required timescale and budget 

· consideration of practicalities at chosen site.

Further information

Susan T Grant

Big Things on the Beach Public Art House

Tides Inn Pub

56 Kings Road

Edinburgh, UK, EH15 1DX

susan@bigthingsonthebeach.org.uk
www.bigthingsonthebeach.org.uk 
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