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HARBOURSIDE PAVILION
(BUILDING 12A)

PUBLIC ART + A COLLABORATION:

Proposals for the incorporation
of artwork into building 12a

by Childs & Sulzmannn Architects & Dail Behennah
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INTRODUCTION

This is a submission to Bristol City Council Planning Depatment to
satisfy the condition attached to the Planning Permission
REF: 03/02420/F.

Condition 37. attached to this consent states that-

“Details of the public art provision for this site consistent with the
approved Public Art Strategy shall be submitted to and approved
in writing by Bristol City Council prior to the commencement of
development of the building”.

An initial statement describing the selection of the artist and the
intended collaboration was submitted in support of the planning
application in November 2003.

Following a very productive dialogue and a period of design
development, we now have detailed proposals for those elements
of the design with which the Artist has been involved and their
integration into the building.

There follows an account of the process, the collaboration and the
proposals.
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THE PROCESS

In accordance with the Council’s Public Art Policy the brief for this
building required that a professional artist be appointed, at the
earliest possible stage, to work with the design team.

When the brief for the “Pavilion Building” was being developed
and early design ideas were emerging the Public Arts Strategy
for Canons Marsh was not yet in place. In consultation with the
City Arts Officer, however, a process was quickly put in place to
select and appoint an artist to collaborate on this project from
an early stage.

Six local artists were considered and following the submission

of portfolios two were interviewed in their studios. Dail Behennah
was selected because of the reference in her work to architecture
and shipbuilding, and because this south facing waterside site
offers enormous opportunities to exploit her use of line and grid
and shadow. Dail Behennah'’s CV is attached as an appendix.

The artist was immediately appointed by Nicholson Estates and

we began to explore the possibilities presented by the site and

the brief. Working closely together opportunities were identified

to adjust the emerging architecture of the building to accommodate
Dail's ideas.

The following is a statement of intent, describing the artist’s initial
response and establishing the nature and quality of the interventi-
ons, that was previously submitted in support of the planning
application.
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