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Urban meets rural as stunning new artwork is unveiled
Stunning new public art is being installed in Plymouth City Centre as part of the latest project by Plymouth City Centre Company and Plymouth City Council to support retailers through the credit crunch.
Huge photographic images from Dartmoor and other rural scenes are being unveiled in the West End of the City Centre to provide a talking point for shoppers and help brighten up spaces where shops in the city centre have become vacant.

The project comes after moves already made by Plymouth City Council to support the retail economy including the start of work on the £3.1 million regeneration of the West End, the announcement of new shopper-friendly parking tariffs and investments in refurbishment projects at the Theatre Royal and Western Approach car parks.

Cllr Ted Fry, Deputy Leader of Plymouth City Council, said: “Plymouth City Centre and its wide range of shops is a destination for the whole region, a key driver in the Plymouth economy and something to be proud of.

“Through the projects we are investing in we are demonstrating the value we put on Plymouth’s shopping heartland, its retailers, the jobs it creates and the services it offers to visitors now and in the future.”

David Draffan, Managing Director of Plymouth City Centre Company said: “Plymouth is fortunate in seeing significantly less stores closing during the downturn when compared with other cities but we have still felt the effect of the some well known national retailers disappearing from the high street.
“No one likes to see empty shops so we were looking for an innovative way to brighten up the retail landscape and inspire shoppers and traders - and I think we’ve found it with these fantastic images.”

The pictures were taken by Devon photographer Jennie Hayes and are part of a programme of public art work for the Independent Quarter of the City Centre aimed at demonstrating the potential of working with artists and creative thinkers in Plymouth’s West End.
In a second project art students from the University of Plymouth’s Fine Art department will be creating new works for No 28 Frankfort Gate, giving the students the opportunity to create and test out new ideas as well as meeting and talking with local traders and shoppers. 

More details on events and activities in Plymouth City Centre are available at: www.plymouthcitycentre.co.uk
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